Follow the Flames
The Landslide Lake Fire Trail invites visitors to explore the
effect of fire on plants and wildlife in a forest ecosystem. The
trail is within the boundary of the Upper North Saskatchewan
Prescribed Fire. The fire was intentionally set in May 2009 as
part of the R11 Forest Management Plan.
Visitors to the Fire Trail can choose either the Short Loop (an
easy 400 metre walk) or the Long Loop (a two kilometre walk
with some hills but nothing too strenuous). Interpretive signs
along the trail help guide your discoveries in this
regenerating forest.

The 2009 Upper North
Saskatchewan Prescribed Fire
covered an area of 5,727 hectares.
The burn was a cooperative effort
between many agencies and is
part of an overall Forest
Management Plan for the area.
ASRD

Sculpted by Fire
Fire has sculpted the forest and mountain landscape for thousands of years. Lightning has always sparked wildfires, but
generations ago fires were commonly started by native people. The result was a landscape-wide mosaic of plant
communities of different ages. In the last century, wildfires have been suppressed to protect homes and other valuable
natural resources. This suppression has changed the forest ecosystem, creating a blanket of aged coniferous forest with
little biological diversity. This imbalance increased the threat of large-scale wildfires and major pest outbreaks (such as
the mountain pine beetle).
Can you see the changes in the forest near Whirlpool Point Ridge from 1927 to 2009?
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E.S. Higgs, Mountain Legacy Project

How to Find the Fire Trail
The Fire Trail is on the north side of Highway 11,
approximately 10 kilometres east of the Banff National
Park boundary and 170 kilometres west of Rocky
Mountain House. Look for the sign for the Landslide
Lake Trail.

2009 (before the Prescribed Fire)
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A Tale of Beetles, Black-backed Woodpeckers
and Snags...

The Story of Suckers, Elk and Cutworms...
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Immediately after the fire, aspens and willows sent up
hundreds of suckers from their roots. By late summer, the
forest floor was thick with tall green shoots and leaves. Elk
browsed the suckers down to about half of their height by
the following spring. At the same time, another species
quietly moved into the area in late summer but did not
make it’s appearance known until spring. The moth of the
Black Army Cutworm was attracted to the recently
burned area and laid eggs on the rapidly growing plants.
The following spring, masses of black caterpillars hatched
and devoured the leaves of the suckers. In turn, the
caterpillars provided food for many songbirds such as
Solitary vireos and Yellow-rumped Warblers. Bears have
also been munching on this abundant resource.
This story has many chapters yet to unfold......
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One month after the prescribed fire, the area was teeming
with life - lush green plants sprouted from roots and seeds,
wildflowers blossomed and a variety of animals moved into
the area. There are many stories emerging from the embers
along the Fire Trail. Here are just a couple of those stories:

When large trees are killed by wildfire, wood-boring beetles
move into the area and their larvae feed on the dying
wood. The beetles are quickly followed by Black-backed
Woodpeckers who specialize in flaking off burned bark to
eat beetle larvae. The woodpeckers also use the dying trees
(called snags) to excavate their nest holes and raise their
young. In following years other animals will move into the
woodpecker nests, such as Pygmy Owls, House Wrens and
Mountain Bluebirds. As you are walking the Fire Trail, look
for flaked bark where woodpeckers have been searching for
insects.
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Breathing New Life Into
the Forest

E. Saunders

New stories are unfolding every season - come
back and visit the Fire Trail to see how the
area changes with time.
For Further Information Contact:
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Alberta Conservation Association
1-877-969-9091
Alberta Sustainable Resource Development
(Rocky Mountain House)
403-845-8250 or Toll Free 310-0000

G

z
ri z

ly

Au
gu
s

t2

01
0

Follow the flames and explore how
the Prescribed Fire has sculpted the
forest in this area.

